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DANGER OF COUNTERFEITS

-oR-IMPORTANCE OF TRUTH

In our religious life, does it make any dif-
ference what we believe, as long as we are
sincere in believing it? False teachers are
all around us and e*or confronts us at
every turn, so that we are constantly threat-
ened by counterfeit doctrines' These we
are urged to accept as truth, on the "say
so" of lome man. What, then, shall we do?
How may we protect ourselves from the
danger of being deceived?

What is truth - Bible truth? Is it not
that which is Scripturally correct, or in har-
mony with what the Bible teaches? But
how may we put a doctrine to the test, and
thus knbw whether it is truth or error?
The Bible tells us: "To the law and to the
testimony: if they speak not according to
this word, it is because there is no light in
them" (Isaiah B:20). In other words, if what
we are asked to believe contradicts the
plain teaching of the Bible it is wrong and,
iherefore, dangerous for us to accept and
believe.

Jesus said: "And ye shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free" (John
B:32). Only truth can free us from error'
It is the one and only remedy against error'
"But," some one may ask, "if we- think w-e

".e 
iight in what we believe, without real-

lv knowine whether it is truth or error'
*ltt lt make ary difference in the end?"
The Bible says: 'iThe way of a fool is right



in his own eyes: but he that hearkeneth
unto counsel is wise" (Proverbs 12:15)'

"There is a way that seemeth right unto
a man, but the end thereof are the ways
of death" (Proverbs l4;L2).

How important is the truth? The Bible
exhorts ui: "Buy the truth, and sell it
not . . ." (Proverbs 23:23). To get the truth'
will cost an effort on our part. You will
have to pay for it in more ways than--one'
and it niay cost you much; but it will b-e

worth all ind moie than it costs you' Anrl,
once possessed, you cannot afford to part
with it at any price, or upon any terrns'
It should become your most precious treas-
ure. "Forsake her not, and she shall pre-
serve thee: love her, and she shall keep
thee" (Proverbs 4:6)' Truth is real protec-
ii"rr. ". . . his truth shall be thy shield and
buckler" (Psalm 91:4)' And note the per-
manency of truth: ". . . the truth of the
Lord endureth forever" (Psalm 11?:2)' The
enemies of truth cannot destroy it' "For
we can do nothing against the truth, but
for the truth" (2 Corinthians 13:B).

We should endeavor to realize that it
makes a difference whether or not we
know the truth. The Bible says: "My peo-
ple are destroyed for lack of knowledge
?truth): because thou hast rejected knowl-
edge, I will also reject thee ' '" (Hosea

+:OJ. ft is dangerous to reject any Bible
truth. Then how may we learn the truth?
The Bible says: "Seek ye out of the book of
the Lord, and read ." (Isaiah 34:16)'
And our Lord instructs us along similar
lines. He said: "search the scriptures; for



in them ye think ye have eternal life: and
they are-they whieh testify of me" (John
s:ad). end HL abo tells us that these Scrip-
tures contain the truth. "Sanctify them
through thy truth: thy word is truth" (John
1?:1?). So we cannot afford to turn to
other sources which contradict the Bible
in their teaching.

Jesus has warned us against the danger
of being deceived. (See Matthew- 24:4)'
There aie more than 600 different divisions
in the religious world, many of them tgach-
ing different and contrary doctrines. Which
of-these should we believe? None. To learn
the truth we should turn to the one source
of truth-the Bible. (Isaiah 8:20)' This di-
vided condition of Christendom is wrong,
contrary to the will of Christ and is con-
demned by Paul. Read John l7:14'17,2t;
i Corinthians 1:10. Therefore we should
turn to the inspired Word to learn the
truth and protect ourselves from error'
Note: "These were more noble than those in
Thessalonica, in that they received the word
',^riti, 

"tt 
readiness of mind, and searched

the scriptures daily, whether those things
*"tu to" (Acts 1?:11). "A11 scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is profit-
iUt" toi doctrine, for reproof, for correc-
til", to" instruction in righteousness: th-at

ih; ;.; of God maY be Perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works" (2 Timothy
3:16,1?).

Listening to a sermon and accepting it ar

truth just because the preachep says so' is

not exactly safe' Paul say.s: "Let every
man be fully persuaded in his own mtnrl



(2 Timothv 3:5). And consider also what
tt 

" 
Spirit of God expressly. prophesies

about 
^many professed Christians in the

latter times-t6day. "Now the spirit speak-
eth expressly, that in the latter times some
shall depart- irom the faith, giving heed.-to
;;A""i"g spirits, and doctrines of devils"
ino*"r,"t i+:n).' to be persuaded--il .th.g
rnind of another is not sufficient' What -if
it e 

-pru."tt"r is wrong and is not really
teacliing the truth? If we were to continue
io *o.t*t ip under that ministry and te-act-t-

irrg, *fretb might it place -us before God?

No-ie this: "But in vain they do worshrp
mL, 

- 
teact ing for doetrines the command-

ments of men" (Matthew 15:9)' And if we
*u". to follow that kind of leadership'
what would be the result? Read Matthew
15:14. Therefore, what is the only wise and
safe course to pursue? "Study to show thy-
self approved unto God, a, workman-.that
needeth- not to be ashamed, righUy divid-
ing the word of truth" (2 Timothy 2:15)'

The apostle PauI, looking into the future,
spoke oi a time to come when the truth
would not be popular, and said that people
would then tuin- from it and reject it' He
sairl: "For the time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine; but after
their own lusts shall they heap to them-
ielves teachers, having itching ears; 

" 
and

they shall turn away their ears from-.the
truih, and shall be turned unto fables" (2

Timoihy 4:3,4). Do you not see signs-of
such conditions today? Do you realize that
real Bible truth is decidedly unpopular
with many peoPle in this very day?



_ ,One of the ehief characteristics of thetetigious world today i.-;;r;";#; ti in.fotlowing text: ..Having a torm-or"iojii_

iiti*1,$:lli1-"ff I".,H 
" 
:. :I;?t,: ;ibe seen all around us todav. .rJnfa *l

If.llll :o"" tlo."-*r,o Tu"il#ry';ffi ;f,:rr u!u. . . Eecause they receiveil not theI.o": o-f the truth, that_thiy ."i!rrii"^I"","aAnd for _this cause coa"snaii"reiiff;
,s.t"oTg delusion, that-they rfr""fa "UJi#".,u

ll::.^t1"1 they au mieht bL a""i"Ia"*i="'i"_.rrevect not the truth, _but had ;[";;;"" ";unrighteousness,, (2 htl.."i""irir"i,i6_idl.
Often,-when Bible truth is presented toprofessed Christians,_ ti-il A;"-. ;;"=r:";to teach what thev'have alway*-f"fi"r"i,many of them wiri ""tr." io"iit;d";l#;_ing they are not interested. cn.i.i ,iiiii.n"that is of God heareth God,s wor.tc. .,-therefore -hear them 

""t, 
-U*"r.""'; 

":;;:l-t "f God" (John S:aZ). Suiely ih;, il;;;rrrerr proressron as a mere formalitv- Tlrovoo not want the truth. And witt ttreir ,eie-c1tion-of the truth endanger their salvation?
Read- carefully the fo[oiringi-;{^. :-ffi;;'J;God hath from the beginnirig'd";;;;;" ;;s-alvation through sinctifiiation --;i "iil;Spirit and betiei ot tte-truttr;'iz ii*l'jllonians. 2:lB). An acceptance--Lf ;;;;;;result in the overthrow of faith. .,\Mh; ;;;"_
c_erning the truth have erred, ,"yirrg ih;tthe res.urre-ction is past already; i"i'"""._tnrow tlre faith of some', (2 Timothy 2:Ig).Jezus tells us what is one of the";;#;of true discipleship. (. . . If V" "o"ti""u-ji



my_ word, then are ye my disciples indeed;
and ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free" (John 8:81, 32). This
He said to those Jews which believed on
Him, and He says the same things to all
other believers.

rffe should remember that truth is one,
therefore, it cannot teach contrary doc-
trines. The Psalmist says: ,,I have chosen
thy way of truth . ." (Psalm 119:80). Of
those who do not chose truth it is said:
"And they bend their tongues like their
bow for lies: but they are not valiant for
the truth upon the earth; for they proceed
from evil to evil, and they know not me,
saith the Lord" (Jeremiah 9:3). If the Spirit
of God is the Spirit of truth, and we fol-
Iow its leading, will we not be led into
the truth? "Howbeit when he, the Spirit of
truth is come, he will guide you into all
truth . . ." (John 16:13).

Then what about those who claim to
have so much of the Spirit, but who reject
the truth of God when it is presented? Are
they being led by another and different
spirit? "We are of God: he that knoweth
God heareth us; he that is not of God
heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit
of truth, and the spirit of erro!,' (1 john
4:6).

Our God is not a God of error. .,I{e is
the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his
ways are judgment: a God of truth and
without iniquity, just and right is he',
(Deuteronomy 32l.4), If we periist in fol-
lowing error, we cannot follow God and
worship Him as we should. ,.Howbeit in



vain do they worship me, teachinE fordoctrines the eommdndments of-- ir""-';(Mark 1,?): F"* ."u*-io--r"JizJ tnri'-Uu-caule of playing fast and loose with thrtruth, and continually resisting it,: ttrey
may never be able to come to a"knowledo"e
gt it. .fner are like those mentio";t ;yPsul-!'f,ys1 learning, and never able iL
com-e to. the knowledge of the truth. Nowas Jannes and Jambres withstood wt"""..so do these also resist the truth: *u, oicorrupt minds, reprobate concerning thefaith" (2 Timothy -B:?-S). ft"", ,fr""ia *"not-be open-minded and honest hearted,
ready. and willing to aeeept tfre trutfr wtrer.]ever it may be found? -:

_--_D.urr-reader, have you found the truth?-\trrl-r what you believe stand the test of aBible investigation? Are you ."."i- U"v"
you- ever put it to this test? you cannot af-ford to be mistaken-there is too mueir at
stake, for it concerns your eteinaf i"t"r". 

-
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